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This	 inception	 paper	 expatiates	 on	 the	 conditions	 that	 are	 necessary	 in	 determining	 the	
effectiveness	of	 the	European	Union’s	 (the	EU’s)	 leadership	 in	science	and	cultural	diplomacy	
(SCD)	on	regionalism	and	 inter-regionalism	in	the	South.	These	conditions	 include	willingness,	
capacity	 and	 acceptance.	Willingness	 delineates	 the	 scope	of	 the	 ambition	of	 the	 EU	 in	 SCD.	
Capacity	covers	elements	that	pertain	to	breadth	and	depth/	quality	and	quantity	of	resources	
mobilized	and	available	to	lead	SCD	that	delivers	results.	Acceptance	refers	to	the	nature	of	the	
credibility	 that	 the	 EU	 is	 able	 to	 command	 both	within	 and	 outside	 the	Union	 respecting	 its	
influence	to	attract	followers	both	amongst	Member	States	of	the	Union	as	well	as	third	states,	
regional	and	international	organizations.	The	emphasis	of	the	paper	is	on	effectiveness	in	terms	
















science	 and	 cultural	 diplomacy	 (SCD)	 can	 be	 an	 exacting	 exercise.	 Even	more	 daunting	 is	 an	
adventure	in	gauging	the	fallout	of	such	leadership	on	regionalism	and	inter-regionalism	in	the	
South.	 Yet	 useful	 are	 such	 indicators	 in	 validating	 or	 negating	 the	 assumed	 impact	 that	 EU’s	
leadership	in	SCD	has	on	novel	dynamics	in	the	political	economy	of	regional	and	inter-regional	




impact	 is	 frequently	measured	 through	 performance.	 Yang	 and	Holzer	 address	 six	 important	
drivers	 of	 performance	 data	 use:	 measurement	 system	 maturity;	 stakeholder	 involvement;	
leadership	 support;	 support	 capacity;	 an	 innovation	 culture;	 and	 goal	 clarity.5	 When	 made	
public	such	parameters	or	indicators	on	performance	can	motivate	practitioners	and	those	who	
deliver	services	to	excel,	either	through	a	process	of	self-reflection	or	due	to	external	pressures	
holding	 them	 accountable	 for	 their	 decisions.6	 In	 a	 policy-making	 context	 when	 there	 are	
numerous	 variables	 to	 consider,	 data	 is	 often	 chaotic	 and	 disjointed.7	 This	 is	 even	 more	
amplified	 in	 a	 regional	 or	 international	 context.	 Hence	 it	 is	 key	 to	 have	 clear	 tools	 to	 set	
priorities	and	measure	progress	especially	in	a	context	where	policy	makers	are	receiving	data	


























legitimate.10	 For	 Girvan,	measuring	 and	monitoring	 are	 about	 inclusive	 interactions	 between	
the	 organization’s	 structures	 and	 other	 stakeholders	 such	 as	 non-governmental	 (NGOs)	 and	
that	 the	 potential	 value	 of	monitoring	mechanisms	 ‘lies	 in	 shortening	 the	 time-frame	 of	 the	
learning	cycle	and	 improving	 the	accuracy	of	problem	 identification	and	 interventions.’11	Van	
Langenhove	 and	 colleagues	 have	used	 the	 criteria	 of	willingness,	 capacity	 and	 acceptance	 as	
qualitative	indicators	to	gauge	the	performance	of	regional	organizations	in	a	variety	of	policy	




or	 the	 resources	 to	develop,	promote	and	 invest	 in	 the	specific	policy	area	and	 thus	have	an	
influence;	the	framework	has	been	used	in	comparative	analysis	between	regions.12		































project,	 funded	 through	Horizon	 2020	 scheme	of	 the	 European	Commission	 seeks	 to	 further	
understand	 these	 issues	 with	 a	 focus	 on	 how	 the	 European	 Union	 operates	 in	 the	 areas	 of	
cultural	 and	 science	 diplomacy	 with	 other	 states,	 regions	 and	 institutions	 and	 how	 this	 can	
enhance	the	interests	of	the	EU	and	awareness	around	the	importance	of	CSD	to	improve	the	
regions’	external	 relations.	Work	package	5	of	 the	EL-CSID	project,	 led	by	 the	United	Nations	
Institute	on	Comparative	Regional	Integration	Studies	(UNU-CRIS),	specifically	looks	at	the	how	
the	EU	and	 its	member	 states	 foster	 regional	and	 inter-regional	processes	 in	Asia,	Africa	and	
Latin	America	through	science,	cultural	and	economic	diplomacy.		
Understanding	 leadership,	 used	 in	 this	 context	 as	 primacy	 in	 a	 field	 rather	 than	 at	 the	
organizational	level,	can	be	challenging.	In	this	paper	the	determinants	of	willingness,	capacity	
and	acceptance	are	used	for	the	first	time,	 in	mapping	the	conditions	for	successful	SCD.	The	




determinants	 that	 can	 ease	 ascertainment	 of	 the	 impact	 of	 EU’s	 leadership	 on	 SCD	 on	
regionalism	and	inter-regionalism	in	Africa,	Southeast	Asia	and	Latin	America.	These	regions	are	
selected	because	within	them,	one	can	find	regional	entities	that	themselves	have	a	mandate	
(in	 varied	 degrees)	 in	 SCD.	 For	 the	 most	 part	 they	 have	 regional	 entities	 that	 explicitly	 or	
implicitly	engage	in	SCD.	The	paper	is	both	a	conceptual	canvass	as	well	as	an	empirical	effort	to	

























A	word	on	words	 is	worthwhile.	 Effectiveness	of	 EU	 interventions	 in	 SCD	on	 regionalism	and	
inter-regionalism	in	the	South	begs	the	question	on	what	these	terms	mean.	Emphasis	here	is	
on	formal	regional	and	inter-regional	processes	and	entities	or	pure	regionalism	and	pure	inter-
regionalism.17	 But	 this	 does	 not	 foreclose	 allusion	 to	 regional	 and	 inter-regional	 informal	 or	
networked	initiatives	fostered	by	the	EU	that	impinge	on	the	formal	processes.18	In	so	doing,	it	
is	 useful	 to	 identify	 deficits	 in	 cooperation	 that	 hamstring	 desirable	 enhanced	 co-relation	 as	
between	the	EU’s	SCD	efforts	and	regional/	 inter-regional	 initiatives	of	the	South.	 In	terms	of	
regionalism,	focus	is	placed	on	those	EU	actions	and	policies	that	 impact	traditional	or	formal	
regional	 bodies.	 However,	 some	 of	 the	 formal	 regional	 bodies	 have	 continental	 and	 sub-
continental	remits	including	the	African	Union,	ASEAN	and	even	UNASUR.	Within	these	entities	
and	processes	there	are	sub-regional	and	regional	dynamics	that	may	inter-relate.		
A	 number	 of	 salient	 aspects	 are	 worth	 considering	 upfront.	 First,	 what	 is	 critical	 here	 is	 a	
determination	as	to	whether	the	EU’s	efforts	in	SCD	is	used	or	can	be	better	used	as	a	device	to	
foster	 regionalism	 and	 inter-regionalism	 in	 the	 South.	 Such	 is	 an	 instrumentalist	 ambition.	
Second,	 the	 context	 cannot	 be	 ignored.	 The	 current	 global	 context	 is	 marked	 by	 a	 fierce	




has	 been	 engaged	 in	 efforts	 to	 provide	 solutions	 to	 some	 of	 the	 challenges	 while	 staying	
competitive.	 To	 do	 this	 it	 has	 coalesced	 and	 channeled	 resources	 through	 important	 policy	
fields	 such	 as	 research	 and	 innovation,	 which	 has	 had	 an	 impact	 on	 free	 trade	 agreements	
(FTAs)	with	other	 regions.	 Third,	 the	EU’s	 relationship	with	other	 regions	of	 the	global	 South	
does	not	take	place	in	a	void.	These	are	also	impacted	by	relationships	nurtured	by	other	actors	

















of	 the	 EU	 through	 SCD	 and	 its	 impact	 on	 regionalism/	 inter-regionalism	 in	 the	 South	 is	
progressing	 the	Union’s	 standing	as	an	 international	actor.	 It	 is	posited	 that	one	of	 the	 (non-
exclusive)	areas	through	which	the	Union	could	add	value	would	be	in	enhancing	the	provision	
of	 tertiary	 higher	 education	 to	 bolster	 public-private	 partnerships	 that	 foster	 useful	 research	
and	innovation.		
Following	the	conceptual	framework,	the	second	part	of	this	paper	elaborates	on	the	element	
of	 aspiration	 or	 willingness.	 The	 third	 part	 then	 discusses	 the	 various	 components	 of	 the	







EU	 itself.	 Such	aspirations	and	ambitions	 to	be	a	 leader	 in	 SCD	are	 captured	by	 three	 critical	
sub-elements.	 The	 sub-elements	 of	 willingness	 include:	 inclusion	 of	 such	 ambitions	 in	 the	







influential	policy	 statements.	 In	 the	case	of	 the	EU,	Title	XIX	and	specifically	Articles	180	and	
186	of	the	Treaty	on	the	Functioning	of	the	European	Union	(TFEU)22	make	clear	that	the	EU	is	
keen	 to	 forge	 a	 role	 for	 itself	 in	 the	 area	of	 science	 cooperation	 although	 the	words	 science	






research	goals	of	 the	Union23	 cooperation	with	 third	countries	and	 international	organization	
shall	 be	 promoted.	Article	 186	 stipulates	 specifically	 that	 ‘the	Union	may	make	provision	 for	
cooperation	 in	 Union	 research,	 technological	 development	 and	 demonstration	 with	 third	













such	 as	 international	 terrorism	 cannot	 be	 addressed	 unilaterally	 with	 the	 traditional	 hard	




At	the	same	time,	evidence	of	 the	 importance	that	 the	EU	places	on	SCD	 is	 their	 incursion	 in	
these	 types	of	diplomacy	 for	 some	time	now	to	promote	 regionalism	with	 the	 regions	of	 the	
‘South’.	 For	 example,	 the	 EU-Africa	 High	 Level	 Policy	 Dialogue	 on	 Science,	 Technology	 and	
Innovation	(HLPD-STI)	within	the	framework	of	the	Joint	Africa	EU	Strategy	(JEAS)	between	the	
EU	and	 the	African	Union	 (AU)	has	 targeted	key	 challenges	 such	as	 climate	 change,	nutrition	















impact	on	regionalism	 in	Africa	 include:	ERAfrica	or	 the	European	Research	Area	Network	 for	
Africa	-	Developing	African-European	joint	collaboration	for	Science	and	Technology;	ECOWREX	
II	which	 is	 dedicated	 toward	 the	Promotion	of	 Sustainable	 Energy	Access	 through	 the	use	of	
Geospatial	Technologies	 in	West	Africa;	and	RINEA	which	stands	 for	Research	and	 Innovation	
Network	for	Europe	and	Africa	(see	annex	1).	
In	Southeast	Asia	the	EU’s	SCD	actions	have	also	had	fallout	on	ASEAN.	Some	of	the	important	
initiatives	 worth	 mentioning	 include:	 ASEAN-EU	 Cooperation	 in	 Science,	 Technology	 and	
Innovation	 II;	 the	Enhanced	Regional	EU-ASEAN	Dialogue	 Instrument;	and	EU’s	direct	Support	
for	Higher	Education	in	the	ASEAN	Region	(see	annex	2).		
In	 Latin	America	 the	EU	has	provided	assistance	 for	 initiatives	 that	 further	 regionalism	 in	 the	
region.	 These	 include	 CESCAN	 II	 that	 entails	 supporting	 economic	 and	 social	 cohesion	 in	 the	
Andean	Region	 (‘Proyecto	apoyo	a	 la	 cohesion	 economica	 y	 social	 en	 la	 comunidad	Andina’).	
The	 Union	 has	 equally	 backed	 the	 Network	 in	 Advanced	 Materials	 and	 Nanomaterials	 of	





Making	 a	 distinction	 between	 regional	 and	 inter-regional	 relations	 within	 the	 context	 of	
understanding	 the	effects	of	 EU	SCD	actions	 in	 the	South	 can	be	 convoluted.	 This	 is	because	
within	given	regional	organizations	of	the	South	such	as	the	African	Union	and	CELAC,	smaller	
regional	 bodies	 co-exist	 and	 interact.	 The	 issue	 of	 overlapping	 regions,	 a	 situation	 where	
several	regional	organizations	exist	within	one	geographical	space	and	countries	have	multiple	
memberships	 is	widely	understood27.	 Therefore,	 in	 some	 instances	where	 the	EU	 is	 engaging	
these	larger	regional	outfits	it	may	advertently	or	otherwise	provoke	inter-regional	dynamics.		
In	Africa,	 the	EU	has	been	engaged	 in	supporting	research	 in	science	capacities	of	Africans	 in	
ways	 that	 have	 inter-regional	 implications	within	 the	 continent	 itself.	 Some	 of	 the	 initiatives	
include	 the	 Mwalimu	 Nyerere	 African	 Union	 Scholarship	 Scheme	 which	 is	 an	 initiative	 to	
support	 scientific	 collaboration	 between	 researchers	 and	 staff	 of	 higher	 education	 institutes	
from	 Africa,	 Caribbean	 and	 the	 Pacific	 (ACP)	 countries	 and	 regions.	 Other	 useful	 science	
initiatives	 the	 EU	 is	 supporting	 that	 benefit	 the	 interaction	 of	 people	 across	 African	 regional	
entities	 include	AFRIGEOSS	or	the	African	dimension	of	the	Group	on	Earth	Observations;	the	
Square	Kilometer	Array	in	South	Africa	and	the	European	Initiative	for	Agricultural	Research	for	





Member	 States	 (Sweden	 for	 instance)	 have	 been	 engaged	 in,	 to	 progress	 efforts	 made	 in	
establishing	and	operating	the	Pan	African	University	based	in	five	institutes	across	five	African	
countries:	Algeria,	Cameroon,	Kenya,	Nigeria	and	South	Africa.	While	the	center	in	Kenya	deals	
with	 science	 and	 innovation	 the	one	 in	Cameroon	 focuses	on	humanities	 and	 social	 sciences	
with	a	particular	emphasis	on	African	history	and	culture	(see	annex	1).		
In	the	case	of	Asia,	there	has	been	a	committed	effort	to	foster	ties	in	the	areas	of	science	and	
technology	 since	 1996	 namely	 within	 the	 process	 of	 the	 Asia	 Europe	 Meetings	 (ASEM).	
Following	 a	 proposal	 from	 China	 in	 1998	 during	 the	 biennial	 and	 second	 ASEM	 meeting	 in	
London,	 the	 parties	 agreed	 to	 forge	ministerial	 level	 engagement	 on	 science	 and	 technology	
(S&T).	However,	 they	agreed	 that	 they	would	abstain	 from	establishing	 formal	 institutions	 in	
this	 regard	 and	 that	 they	 would	 rather	 rely	 on	 more	 flexible	 networked	 structures28.	 They	
exposed	their	desire	to	amongst	others,	promote	public	awareness	of	their	S&T	activities	and	
also	 enhance	 trans-boundary	 linkages	 for	 S&T	 and	 knowledge	 oriented	 business	 ventures29.	
Even	 in	 the	 absence	 of	 further	 ministerial	 meetings	 in	 ASEM	 on	 S&T	 efforts	 have	 moved	
forward	especially	through	the	engagement	and	activities	that	are	promoted	through	the	Asia	
Europe	 Foundation	 (ASEF)	 including	 the	 ASEF	 Young	 Leaders	 Summit	 and	 the	 ASEF	 Cultural	
Policy	 Dialogue	 Series.	 More	 discursive	 initiatives	 through	 seminars	 and	 workshops	 have	
continued	 in	specific	areas	or	 instances	such	as	cooperation	on	 life	sciences,	pharmaceuticals	
and	bio-medical	equipment;	cooperation	on	food	safety	and	bioethics	(covering	the	ASEM	Food	
Safety	 Platform);	 cooperation	 on	 water	 resources	 management	 (including	 backing	 for	
ASEMWATERNET);	cooperation	on	aquaculture	for	instance	the	creation	of	an	ASEM	research-




scientists	 and	 above	 all	 the	 lack	 of	 mechanisms	 to	 ensure	 fluid	 technology	 transfer.	 It	 is	
important	 to	note	that	 the	demands	 for	greater	S&T	engagement	have	been	 led	mainly	 from	

















through	 SCD.	Biennial	meetings	 are	now	organized	at	 the	 very	highest	 level	 between	 the	EU	
and	 LAC	 countries	 and	 this	 has	 been	 accelerated	 with	 the	 creation	 of	 CELAC.	 The	 EU	 finds	
CELAC	 as	 an	 easy	mechanism	 to	 promote	 inter-regionalism.	 Although	 it	 should	 be	 clear	 that	
promoting	 inter-regionalism	 is	 not	 the	 only	 objective	 for	 EU-CELAC	 projects,	 there	 are	 also	
some	EU-CELAC	projects	that	do	not	seek	to	promote	inter-regionalism	but	simply	encompass	
activities	with	 countries	 in	 the	entire	 region.	 Initial	 formal	 engagements	between	 the	parties	
started	at	the	level	of	senior	officials	in	1999	but	in	2002	the	first	summit	was	held	which	is	now	





While	 the	 EU-LAC	 Vienna	 Summit	 of	 February	 2006	 endorsed	 an	 EU-LAC	 Common	 Area	 of	
Higher	Education35,	the	Lima	meeting	of	May	2008	was	marked	by	the	adoption	of	a	decision	by	
the	 EU	 to	 encourage	 efforts	 on	 Scientific	 and	 Technical	 Cooperation	 on	 Socio-economic	 and	
Environmental	challenges	between	both	sides.	This	was	followed	by	the	Madrid	Summit	of	May	
2010	in	which	the	parties	adopted	the	EU-LAC	Joint	Initiative	for	Research	and	Innovation	(JIRI)	
which	 is	 now	 operationalized	 through	 five	 working	 groups	 on	 bio-economy,	 renewable	
energies,	biodiversity,	ICT	and	cross-cutting	issues.	In	2012	they	agreed	on	an	Action	Plan	that	
referred	 to	 many	 priorities	 amongst	 which	 was	 innovation	 and	 technology	 for	 sustainable	
development	and	social	 inclusion	as	a	key	plank	in	the	inter-regional	relations	36.	Some	of	the	
examples	or	instances	of	manifestation	of	EU-LAC	engagement	with	inter-regional	effects	in	the	
LAC	 regions	 have	 included	 EULARINET,	 ALCUE	 Net,	 ERANet-LAC,	 the	 EU-LAC	 Foundation,	




















opportunities	 frequently	 arise	 allowing	 for	 policy	 to	 move	 forward38.	 Visionary	 leadership	 is	
essential	 in	 effective	 SCD.	 It	 entails	 the	 presence	 of	 political	 leaders	 and	 even	 captains	 of	
industry	 and	 the	 arts	 who	 are	 keen	 to	 use	 SCD	 to	 further	 the	 interests	 and	 international	
standing	of	the	European	Union.	The	role	of	leaders	such	as	Angela	Merkel	and	Tom	Enders	of	
EADS	have	been	clear	 in	mobilizing	 the	 technological	 strengths	of	 the	EU	 to	position	 it	 as	an	
indispensable	 international	 player	 especially	 in	 the	 realm	 of	 aerospace	 technology39.	 So	 for	
there	 to	be	effective	SCD	 it	 is	not	enough	 to	encode	such	desires	 in	black	 letter	 law.	 It	 takes	
visionary	 and	 committed	 leaders	 to	 ensure	 that	 the	 provisions	 included	 in	 primary	 and	
secondary	legislation	are	not	only	conceived	but	also	implemented.		
2.3	Fostering	SCD	through	the	EU	institutions	and	organs		
Having	political	masters	who	 can	 ‘sell’	 the	 SCD	agenda	at	 the	national	 level	 is	 one	 thing,	 yet	


























the	nature	of	 effective	EU	 leadership	 in	 the	area	of	 SCD.	 	Aspects	of	 capacity	 can	be	 further	
collapsed	 into	 three	 further	 sub-determinants.	 They	 are	 the	 presence	 and	 engagement	 of	
skilled	 professionals	 (scientists,	 artists,	 inventors);	 availability	 of	 financial	 resources	 to	 be	
channeled	 toward	 various	 research	 and	 cultural	 initiatives;	 and	 finally	 the	 establishment	 of	
institutions	and	agencies	that	are	dedicated	to	fostering	the	goals	of	SCD.		
3.1	Engaged	and	skilled	professionals	
A	number	of	people	participate	 in	SCD	but	 it	 is	 clear	 that	 the	main	actors	 involved	are	 those	






political	masters	provide	 the	 strategic	direction	of	policy	and	what	 is	needed,	 those	who	are	
technically	 strong	 are	 needed	 to	 make	 SCD	 have	 impact	 where	 it	 matters	 most.	 For	 these	
groups	 of	 skilled	 and	 committed	 professionals	 to	 deliver	 they	 must	 also	 be	 working	 in	
supportive	environments	that	facilitate	the	free	movement	and	exchange	of	 ideas.	They	must	
equally	be	able	to	engage	 in	professional	associations	and	networks	that	guarantee	minimum	
standards	 for	 them	 to	 thrive	 in	 their	 disciplines.	 Without	 a	 strong	 cohort	 of	 engaged	
professionals	who	 are	 experts	 in	 their	 respective	 fields,	 SCD	may	only	 remain	 a	 fanciful	 idea	
that	cannot	be	actualized	or	followed	through	with	concrete	actions.		
3.2	Investing	financial	resources	on	SCD		
Having	 a	 thriving	 SCD	often	means	 that	 leaders	 have	 recognized	 that	 others	may	 have	what	
their	countries	and	regions	have	to	offer.	Skilled	professionals	and	facilities	require	reliable	and	
sustained	resources.	Important	financial	resources	have	to	be	committed	by	states	to	hope	for	
successful	 SCD	 that	 is	 recognized	 and	 respected.	 This	 entails	 dedicating	 scarce	 resources	 in	
relevant	 and	 meaningful	 educational	 programs	 at	 all	 levels.	 It	 also	 means	 that	 higher	 and	
tertiary	 education	 is	 deliberately	 directed	 toward	 the	 feeding	 of	 priced	 industries	 that	 are	







states	 as	 well	 as	 the	 private	 sector	 channel	 ample	 resources	 in	 research	 and	 development.	
Niche	industries	such	as	aerospace,	bio-medical	sciences,	bio	informatics,	nanotechnology	and	
new	 climate	 technologies	 are	 some	 of	 the	 sectors	 where	 critical	 investments	 in	 R&D	 are	
essential	 and	 for	 other	 states	 and	 regions	 to	 pay	 attention,	 there	 must	 have	 been	 proven	
achievements	 in	these	areas.	When	analyzing	interactions	between	the	EU	and	the	regions	of	
the	 South,	 it	 is	 clear	 that	 some	 imbalances	 exist	 in	 terms	 of	 access	 to	 resources	 and	
technologies.	 However,	 the	 regions	 of	 the	 South	 have	 made	 important	 strides	 in	 certain	
innovations.	 By	 exchanging	 access	 to	 technologies	 and	 promoting	 regional	 integration	
processes	with	other	regions	of	the	South,	these	countries	could	be	 in	a	position	to	gradually	
improve	their	economies,	which	in	turn	would	level	out	the	playing	field	with	the	EU	and	other	




Institutions	 and	 agencies	 that	 are	 created	 to	 foster	 SCD	 are	 critical	 in	 ensuring	 that	 there	 is	
continuity	 in	the	activities	conceived	for	SCD.	Within	the	Commission	Vice	President	and	High	
Representative	 for	 Foreign	 Affairs	 and	 Security	 Policy	 (HR	 FASP)	 can	 also	 draw	 from	 the	
institutional	wealth	 provided	by	 the	 directorate	 general	 for	 research	 and	 innovation	 and	 the	
directorate	 general	 for	 education	 and	 culture	 in	 efforts	 to	move	 SCD	 for	 impact	 in	 terms	 of	
shaping	regionalism	and	inter-regionalism	in	the	South.		The	HR	FASP	can	also	draw	on	the	work	
of	 the	 various	 agencies	 that	 deal	 with	 applied	 sciences	 as	 well	 as	 the	 arts	 to	 ensure	 the	
realization	 of	 broad	 foreign	 policy	 goals	 that	 impinge	 on	 SCD.	 So	 the	 EU	 Commission,	 the	
Council	as	well	as	 the	Parliament	and	 thematic	agencies	play	an	 important	 role	 in	ensuring	a	
successful	SCD.		
4.	Acceptance	
Even	when	 there	 is	 the	 willingness	 and	 the	 capacity	 to	 engage	 in	 SCD,	 these	may	 fall	 short	
because	 of	 the	 absence	 of	 credibility	 of	 the	 EU	 in	 the	 area	 of	 SCD.	 	 Aspects	 of	 acceptance	
pertain	 more	 to	 legitimacy.	 Acceptance	 is	 an	 important	 manifestation	 of	 the	 diffusion	 of	
technology,	 policies,	 ideas,	 services,	 values,	 institutions,	 power,	 people,	 emotions,	 and	much	
more42	 	 from	 stimuli	 or	 change	 agents43	 (in	 this	 case	 the	 EU)	 to	 other	 regions	 of	 the	 South.	
Indeed	policy	diffusion	can	also	occur	externally	and	not	only	internally	and	geographically	so.	
Shipman	 and	 Volden	 note	 that:	 ‘In	 today’s	 world,	 with	 low	 barriers	 to	 communication	 and	







individuals,	 NGOs,	 the	 media,	 various	 professional	 and	 epistemic	 groups);	 buy-in	 from	
politicians	 such	 as	 local,	 national	 and	 regional	 parliamentarians;	 and	 the	 desire	 of	 other	
regional	and	 international	organizations	 to	 recognize	and	accept	 the	 leadership	 in	SCD	of	 the	
EU.		
4.1	Committed	citizenry	
Important	 technological	 advances	 in	 recent	 years	 including	 the	 advancement	 of	 social	media	
tools	now	have	empowered	citizens	in	a	unique	way	to	have	greater	and	even	instant	influence	
on	how	public	policy	and	diplomacy	is	shaped.	A	committed	citizenry	is	critical	in	voicing	dissent	
or	 support	 for	 specific	 initiatives	on	SCD.	 In	 the	European	Union	 the	 inclusion	of	 the	citizens’	
initiative	in	the	Lisbon	Treaty	is	an	important	milestone	allowing	for	direct	impact	on	policy	and	








have	 an	 important	 role	 to	 play	 in	 the	 direction	 of	 SCD.	 Politicians	 who	 are	 more	 outward	
looking	can	make	the	case	for	SCD	as	a	useful	tool	in	a	more	inter-connected	world.	However,	
in	 times	 of	 economic	 challenges	 and	 also	 when	 identity	 politics	 has	 grown	 especially	 in	 the	
context	 of	 high	 levels	 of	 refugees	 movements	 and	 accelerated	 migrant	 mobility	 many	
politicians	tend	to	question	the	rationale	of	engaging	with	other	countries.	They	put	up	what	
Solingen	calls	 (in	diffusion	 literature)	 ‘firewalls’45	 that	deter	 the	conductivity	of	 ideas.	 In	 such	
conditions,	 the	 utility	 of	 forward	 thinking	 politicians	 including	 parliamentarians	 is	 vital	 in	
shaping	 public	 debate	 and	 sentiment.	 Indeed	 SCD	 could	 be	 regarded	 as	 one	 of	 the	 tools	 to	
dilute	or	mitigate	the	sharp	edges	of	anti-immigrant	sentiments	in	such	sensitive	times.		
4.3	Acceptance	beyond	the	EU:	other	regional	and	international	organizations		
For	 SCD	 to	 be	 successful,	 non-EU	 based	 partners	 in	 other	 regional	 organizations	 and	 also	









organizations	can	benefit	 from	EU	SCD	 initiatives	but	also	by	 the	 fact	 that	 the	EU	serves	as	a	
stimulant	 for	diffused	 ideas	and	 insights46	on	how	regional	entities	 can	also	 lead	a	 successful	
SCD.	 Nonetheless,	 such	 diffusion	 (which	 is	 more	 of	 a	 process	 than	 an	 outcome)47	 to	 other	
regions	 for	 example	 ASEAN48	 is	 not	 linear	 and	 can	 also	 be	 bi-directional.49	 In	 any	 event	 it	 is	
direct	diffusion	whereby	one	entity	models	its	actions	following	those	of	another.50	The	inter-









make	 a	 determination	 as	 to	 whether	 the	 actions	 of	 the	 EU	 in	 SCD	 have	 an	 impact	 on	
regionalism	 and	 inter-regionalism	 in	 the	 South.	 On	willingness,	 there	 is	 a	 case	 to	make	 that	
there	are	strong	bases	 in	the	EU	both	in	black	 letter	 law	and	through	committed	leaders	that	
are	keen	to	ensure	that	the	EU	is	engaged	in	this	regard.		























The	 conceptual	 framework	 applied	 composed	 by	 the	 requirements	 willingness,	 capacity	 and	
acceptance	was	a	useful	 tool	 towards	 the	 first	 step	of	analyzing	 the	effectiveness	of	 the	EU’s	
use	of	SCD	to	promote	regionalism	and	inter-regionalism	in	and	with	the	regions	of	the	South.	
However,	 this	 also	 raises	 questions	 on	 how	 can	 SCD	 serve	 as	 a	 tool	 for	 other	 inter-regional	
processes	 such	 as	 free	 trade	 agreements	 (FTAs)?	 How	 can	 aspects	 of	 SCD	 support	 the	





With	 respect	 to	willingness,	 the	 SCD	goals	 and	 agenda	need	 to	 come	out	 strongly	 in	 specific	
trade	deals	and	also	in	the	EU’s	overall	security,	climate	change	and	trade	strategies	in	as	much	
as	foreign	and	security	policies	are	concerned.	In	terms	of	capacity,	there	is	a	case	to	be	made	
for	greater	coordination	of	 the	 research	and	cultural	bodies	of	 the	various	member	states	 so	
that	efforts	do	not	mutually	run	at	cross-purposes.	There	are	a	multitude	of	projects	in	which	
the	 EU	 is	 involved	 with	 other	 regions	 of	 the	 South	 but	 it	 is	 not	 always	 clear	 how	 all	 these	
initiatives	can	be	channeled	and	mobilized	to	serve	strategic	foreign	policy	goals	of	the	EU.	The	
efforts	often	look	dispersed	and	not	sustained	in	time.		Finally,	with	regard	to	acceptance,	this	
is	 an	 area	 where	 there	 is	 a	 major	 gap	 and	 where	 greater	 efforts	 are	 needed	 not	 only	 in	















































This	project	 seeks	 to:	 “Establish	 a	 long-term	 framework	
for	 communication,	 collaboration	 and	 coordination	 of	
programme	 owners/	 managers	 related	 to	 S&T	 co-
operation	from	Europe	and	Africa.	
Reinforce	EU-Africa	S&T	collaboration	by	promoting	joint	
learning	 by	 African	 and	 European	 research	 programme	
owners	 and	 managers	 and	 identifying	 relevant	
instruments	 to	 address	 more	 effectively	 the	 global	
challenges	of	sustainable	development.	
Develop	joint	funding	schemes	and	procedures	between	
European	 and	 African	 programme	 owners	 aiming	 at	
supporting	joint	activities.	
Strengthen	African	 research	 capacities	 and	 improve	 the	
impact	 of	 research	 for	 development	 in	 Africa.	
Strengthening	 the	 impact	 and	 the	 influence	 of	 S&T	
research	 implies	 enhancing	 the	 transfer	 of	 new	
knowledge	 to	 the	 benefit	 of	 the	 society.	 It	 also	 implies	
the	achievement	of	greater	coherence	between	research	
















“The	 ECOWAS	 (Economic	 Community	 of	 West	 African	
States)	 Observatory	 for	 Renewable	 Energy	 and	 Energy	
Efficiency	 (ECOWREX),	 a	 web-based	 information	
platform,	 was	 developed	 in	 response	 to	 the	 existing	
















development	 in	 the	energy	sector	 in	Western	Africa.	 Its	
aim	 is	 to	 provide	 decision	 makers,	 project	 developers,	
investors,	 researchers	 and	 the	 general	 public	 with	
tailored	information	on	the	energy	sector	in	the	ECOWAS	
region.	 This	 platform	 also	 employs	 a	 Geographic	
Information	 System	 (GIS)	 to	 help	 visually	 assess	 the	
energy	 resources	 in	 combination	 with	 other	 human	
activities	 and	 plan	 where	 and	 when	 specific	 energy	
technologies	 can	 be	 deployed.	 To	 keep	 up	 with	 the	
demand	for	data	sharing	and	knowledge	transfer,	 it	has	






































“The	ACP	 sugar	 research	Programme	provides	 solutions	
to	the	sugar	industry	in	ACP	countries,	by	responding	to	
a	 selected	 number	 of	 clearly	 identified	 technological	
challenges	 that	 hamper	 the	 sugarcane	 sector's	
performance.	A	total	of	thirteen	research	and	innovation	
projects	 are	 implemented	 under	 the	 Programme,	



















































28	 European	 partners	 (EU	 Member	 States,	 Norway,	
Switzerland,	 European	 Commission).	 Activities	
encompass:	 (i)	 at	 the	 policy	 level:	 developing	 common	
European	 approaches	 towards	 the	 CGIAR	 (Consultative	
Group	 on	 International	 Agriculture	 Research)	 and	 its	
restructuring	process,	and	towards	other	partners	in	the	
Global	Forum	for	Agricultural	Research,	such	as	the	Sub-	
Regional	 Organisations	 (SROs)	 in	 Sub-Saharan	 Africa,	
CORAF,	 ASARECA	 and	 SACCAR	 (for	 Central	 Africa,	West	
Africa,	 East	 Africa	 and	 Southern	 Africa)	 and	 the	 North	
Africa	 SRO-now	 all	 coordinated	 by	 FARA	 (Forum	 for	
Agricultural	 Research	 in	 Africa);	 and	 (ii)	 at	 the	
institutional	 level	 EIARD	 initiated	 the	 European	 Forum	
for	 Agricultural	 Research	 for	 Development	 in	 order	 to	

































The	global	objective	of	 this	programme	 is	 to	strengthen	
regional	 co-operation,	 enhance	 the	 quality,	 regional	
competitiveness	 and	 internationalisation	 of	 ASEAN	


















education,	 working	 toward	 achieving	 sustainable	
development	 goals;	 and	 also	 support	 the	 reflection	 on	
how	 to	 narrow	 the	 development	 gaps	 between	 ASEAN	


















International	 science	 cooperation	 network	 expanding	
scientific	 collaboration	 between	 Europe	 and	 Southeast	
Asia	(SEA)	in	a	more	strategic	and	coherent	manner.	The	
four-year	 long	 project	 was	 launched	 in	 October	 2012,	
involves	 21	 institutions	 from	 the	 two	 regions	 and	 is	
coordinated	 by	 the	 Project	Management	 Agency	 at	 the	
German	Aerospace	Center	 (DLR).	 Core	projects:	ASEAN-
EU	 Science,	 Technology	 and	 Innovation	 Days;	
Cooperation	 in	 Health,	 Food	 Security	 and	 Safety,	
Metrology	 as	 well	 as	 Water	 Management,	 Knowledge	













Successor	 of	 SEA-EU-NET:	 cooperation	 framework	 for	
researchers	 from	 Europe	 and	 SEA;	 launched	 by	 21	


















thinkers	 and	 doers	 to	 question	 and	 explore	 how	 the	
entrepreneurial	 vein	 can	 trigger	 and	 nourish	 job-
creation,	 mobility	 and	 social	 cohesion	 in	 Asia	 and	
Europe.	 ASEFYLS	 is	 also	 an	 experiential	 space	 where	
fresh	 minds	 and	 influential	 leaders	 from	 both	 regions	
meet.	 Constructive	 dialogue,	 hands-on	 skills	
development	 and	 a	 Call	 for	 Action	 addressed	 to	 the	
ASEM	 Foreign	 Ministers	 are	 the	 core	 elements	 of	 the	
programme.	 ASEFYLS	 emerged	 from	 the	 request	 by	
young	 citizens	 and	 ASEM	 Head	 of	 States	 and	
Governments	 for	 a	 closer	 interaction	 and	 exchange	 of	












Track	 II	 level.	 Potential	 for	 socialisation,	 knowledge	
transfer	and	„sharing	of	good	practices“.	Not	a	forum	to	












ASEMUS	 (Asia-Europe	 Museum	 Network)	 is	 a	 cross-
cultural	 network	 of	 museums	 with	 Asian	 Collections	
which	 promotes	 mutual	 understanding	 through	
collaborative	activities	and	works	towards	facilitating	the	
sharing	 and	 use	 of	 museum	 collections.	 ASEMUS	 now	
































































“The	 main	 objective	 of	 this	 Coordination	 Action	 is	 to	
create	 a	 cooperation	 platform	 for	 forming	 strategic	
partnerships	 between	 scientists,	 scientific	 managers,	
policy	makers,	technology	transfer	and	industrial	experts	
in	 the	 European	 Community	 and	 three	 Latin-American	





















“The	 agreement	 is	 based	 on	 respect	 for	 democratic	
principles	 and	 human	 rights	 and	 aims	 to	 develop	 and	
encourage	 relations	 between	 the	 two	 regions.	 In	 order	
to	 achieve	 this	 objective,	 the	 Parties	 have	 resolved	 to	
promote,	 in	particular,	 the	development	of	 cooperation	
relating	 to	 trade,	 investment,	 finance	 and	 technology,	
taking	 into	 account	 the	 special	 status	 of	 the	 Cartagena	


















agreement	 with	 the	 European	 Union	 and	 MERCOSUR	
developed	 in	 the	 field	 of	 Specialized	 Cinema	 and	
Audiovisual	Authorities	of	MERCOSUR	Meeting	(RECAM),	
the	advisory	body	of	MERCOSUR	in	the	area	of	film	and	































diplomacy	 programme	 aiming	 at	 the	 modernisation	 of	 Higher	
Education	 in	 Latin	 America	 as	 a	 platform	 to	 promote	






































“ERANet-LAC	 is	 a	 Network	 of	 the	 European	 Union	 (EU)	
and	 the	 Community	 of	 Latin	 American	 and	 Caribbean	
States	 (CELAC)	 on	 Joint	 Innovation	 and	 Research	
Activities.	 It	 strengthens	 the	 bi-regional	 partnership	 in	
Science,	 Technology	 and	 Innovation	 by	 planning	 and	
implementing	concrete	 joint	activities	and	by	creating	a	
































“The	 ALCUE	 NET	 objective	 is	 to	 establish	 a	 bi-regional	
European	Union,	 Latin	 America	 and	 the	 Caribbean	 (EU-
CELAC)	platform	bringing	together	actors	involved	in	R&I	
orientation,	 funding	 and	 implementation,	 as	 well	 as	
other	 relevant	 stakeholders	 from	the	public	and	private	
sector	 and	 the	 civil	 society,	 in	 an	 effort	 to	 support	 the	
international	 Science,	 Technology	 and	 Innovation	 (STI)	
dimension	 of	 the	 Europe	 2020	 Strategy	 and	 Innovation	
Union	 Flagship	 Initiative.	 It	 will	 do	 so	 by	 promoting	 bi-
regional	 and	 bilateral	 partnerships	 for	 jointly	 societal	
challenges,	 working	 to	 develop	 the	 attractiveness	 of	
Europe	 in	 the	 world,	 and	 by	 promoting	 the	
establishment	 of	 a	 level-playing	 field	 in	 Research	 and	
Innovation.”	
http://alcuenet.eu/ab
out-alcue-net.php	
	
	
